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Skin and Joints

Overview

Diseases affecting the skin and adnexal structures (e.g., mammary glands)
account for many of the clinical abnormalities observed in mice and rats.
As a group these diseases can be most perplexing to the clinician and
pathologist concerned with rodents. Establishing definitive diagnoses
frequently proves difficult or impossible, even in the most capable diagnostic
laboratories, because of the complex interactions between some or all of the
following1 overt pathogens, opportunistic pathogens, host responses, genetic
variations of hosts, environmental factors, social interactions, and other,
often unknown factors

A classification of these diseases and conditions is given in Table 12
There are 12 diseases attributed to infectious agents and 6 conditions due to
other causes, such as social behavior or environmental factors. In addition
to ectromeha virus, other causes of appendage amputations (Mycoplasma
arthntidis, Streptobacillus momliformis, Corynebactenum kutscheri, and
"ringtail") are included because of clinical overlap with the pox diseases.
Joint diseases, although rare in rodents, have been included here for clinical
reasons.

By far the most frequently observed skin conditions are those categorized
m Table 12 as "Dermatitis/Alopecias." It should be noted that this category
is comprised of a heterogeneous group of conditions represented under both
"Infectious Diseases" and "Nonmfectious Conditions." The common
ectoparasites (mites) and Staphylococcus aureus, a normal inhabitant of the
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